biosurfactants in up to 20,000-gallon batches, but because the market is still developing, operates instead on a "batch to order" basis. "We use a proprietary strain of bacteria similar to the one Dr. Maier is using but which has been optimized for maximum biosurfactant production in a short period of time," he says. "It takes several weeks to make a batch, and at this time, it's more expensive than a synthetic surfactant because of the tremendous quantity in which these synthetics can be produced." However, he says, "One thing that is working in our favor is that biosurfactants are becoming competitive with synthetics on a price-performance basis. We're seeing research indicating that many formulations that might use 8-9% synthetics can perform equally well with less than 1% of a biosurfactant." 
